
James in the Suburbs
A Disorderly Parable of the Epistle of James



Please give the book a 
review on Amazon!



The Epistle of James

• May 1: The Problems of a Servant of Christ



Take Away from Week 1:

•Becoming a Christian doesn’t mean our problems will 
go away.  

•We will have problems – some we cause and some are 
of no fault of our own.

• James’s concern is that we learn to serve God despite 
our problems.



The Epistle of James

• May 1: The Problems of a Servant of Christ

• May 8: James’s Strategy for Dealing with Problems



Take Away from Week 2:

James Gives us A Strategy for Dealing with Problems . . . 

•Accept Problems as a Servant’s Way of Life

•Understand the Problem 

• See the Problem as Joy 

• Endure the Problem

•Ask for Wisdom KEY!



Religion (or worship) that is pure and undefiled before God, 
the Father, is . . . 

Jam 1:9-12



The 10 Examples of Pure and Undefiled 
Worship in James . . . 
• Be Impartial (2:1-13)

• Produce Good works (2:14-26)

• Speak Words that Bless (3:1-12)

• Sow Seeds of Peace (3:13-4:10)

• Do Not Judge Others (4:11-12)

• Know God is in Control (4:13-17)

• Give Resources to Others (5:1-6)

• Endure until Christ Returns (5:7-11)

• Speak Truth (5:12)

• Pray (5:13-20)



The 10 Examples of Pure and Undefiled 
Worship in James . . . 
• Be Impartial (2:1-13)

• Produce Good works (2:14-26)

• Speak Words that Bless (3:1-12)

• Sow Seeds of Peace (3:13-4:10)

• Do Not Judge Others (4:11-12)

• Knows God is in Control (4:13-17)

• Gives Resources to Others (5:1-6)

• Endures until Christ Returns (5:7-
11)

• Speaks Truth (5:12)

• Prays (5:13-20)



The Epistle of James

• May 1: The Problems of a Servant of Christ

• May 8: James’s Strategy for Dealing with Problems

• May 15: Pure and Undefiled Worship – 5 Examples

• May 22: Pure and Undefiled Worship – 5 More Examples



A Life of Worship knows God is in Control
(4:13-17)



James says:
13 Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and 

such a town and spend a year there, doing business and making 
money.“ 14 Yet you do not even know what tomorrow will bring . . . 15

Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wishes, we will live and do this or 
that.“ 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.. 

(Jam 4:13-17 NRS)



How does knowing that God is in control 
cause us to plan differently?



Planning Skills from the Lord’s Prayer

1. “Thy Kingdom Come”

Prioritize the Kingdom in our planning (Big GOD-sized Thinking!)

2.   “Thy will be done”

Commit to knowing and doing God’s will

3.    “Give us our Daily Bread”

Often we don’t get the whole picture



Jesus says (to our culture in Luke 12):

The worker performed great in his or her job and got lots of raises.  The 
worker thought to themselves: “What should I do with all of this 

money?  I need a good investment.”  So they put 6% in their 401K and 
got a 100% match from their employer! Over the years, the 401K did 
great and the worker said, “I can retire in the lap of luxury!” But God 

said to the worker, “You fool! Tonight you are going to die. What is your 
401K worth to you now?” So it is with those who store up treasures for 

themselves, but who are not rich toward God.
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When we store up treasures that we can’t 
take with us, we are under the delusion that 

we can control our future.



How do we store up treasures that we can 
take with us? 



A Life of Worship gives Resources to Others 
(5:1-6)



What does it mean to be rich?



In the US, based on income/lifestyle:

• Below $50,000: lower class

• $50,000: Lower middle class.

• $100,000: Middle class.

• $200,000: Upper middle class.

• $350,000: Still upper middle class.

• $500,000+: You are rich!



Obama tried to pass a “rich” tax on a single person who makes more 
than $200,000 and a couple who make more than $250,000. 

Voted down.  

But congress approved a $400,000 single and $450,000 couple 

“rich” tax.



Across the entire World, the “GlobalRichList.com” says that based on 
income:

• $50,000: Top .31%

• $100,000: Top .08%

• $200,000: Top .04%

• $350,000: Top .03%

• $500,000+: Top .02%

Note the decimal point.  Not top 31% but top .31%



For Jesus and James:  
A rich person is anyone who has more than they need.



Come now, you rich people, weep and wail for the miseries that are 
coming to you.  2 Your riches have rotted, and your clothes are moth-

eaten. 3 Your gold and silver have rusted, and their rust will be evidence 
against you, and it will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure 
for the last days.  4 Listen! The wages of the laborers who mowed your 

fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out, and the cries of the 
harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.  5 You have lived 
on the earth in luxury and in pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in 
a day of slaughter.  6 You have condemned and murdered the righteous 

one, who does not resist you. (Jam 5:1-6 NRS)



James on being Rich

• James offers no possibility for the existence of a rich person who does 
not oppress the poor.  

• James isn’t trying to teach the rich how to be rich and godly at the 
same time.  

• James was trying to open the eyes of the rich so that they could see 
how they were oppressing the poor.



Can a servant of Christ get rich and stay rich?



Andrew Carnegie

“The man 
who dies 
rich, dies 

disgraced”



Questions to Ask:

• What resources do I have that others could use?

• Are my personal expenditures a better investment than using those 
resources for someone else?

• Is whatever I purchase made justly (protecting both the human 
resources and the earth’s resources)?

• How can I enter into relationship with those in need so that I can truly 
serve them?



A Life of Worship Endures until Christ Returns 
(5:7-11)



7 Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the 
Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the 

earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and 
the late rains. (Jam 5:7-11 NRS)



Be Like a Farmer!
Patience, but not a passive 

patience!



We too must keep doing the work of God until 
Christ returns.



A Life of Worship Speaks Truth (5:12)



12 Above all, my beloved, do not swear, either by heaven or by 
earth or by any other oath, but let your "Yes" be yes and your 

"No" be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation. (Jam 
5:12 NRS)



Pharisaic Truth Telling

• Swear by your head

• Swear by the earth

• Swear by heaven

• Swear by Jerusalem

There were levels of swearing and the higher you went, the higher the 
consequence depending on whatever you swore by.



Truth Telling in Our Culture

• White Lies

• Lying by Omission

• Twisting the Truth

• Black Lies

• Swearing on a Bible

There are levels of swearing in our culture too.



Jesus’s Response (Sermon on the Mount)

Jesus: “But I say to you, Do not swear at all . . . 37 Let your word be 'Yes, 
Yes' or 'No, No'; anything more than this comes from the evil one.” 

(Mat 5:34-37 NRS)



The Truth about Lying

• The average person is lied to 200 times a day.

• Lies are never discovered 75% of the time.

• 40% lie on their resumes

• 11% lie on their taxes

• 75% of lying is done to protect ourselves.  25% for the sake of others.



It is a control issue. We lie to control others actions, responses, and 
impressions.

Why do we lie?



• By omission

• By exaggerating

• By making promises that we have no intent to keep

• Through statistics that are unqualified

• Through denial

How do we lie?



What if Christians were different?



A Life of Worship Prays (5:13-20)



These are James’s last words of the letter . . .  I believe they are 
very important.



13 Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any 
cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 14 Are any among 
you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have 
them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of 
the Lord. (Jam 5:13-14 NRS)



Paul wrote . . .  “Pray without ceasing” (1Th 5:17 NRS)



What is prayer?

Talking to God BUT most importantly, listening to God.




