
James in the Suburbs
A Disorderly Parable of the Epistle of James



Please give the book a 
review on Amazon!



The Epistle of James

• May 1: The Problems of a Servant of Christ



Take Away from Week 1:

•Becoming a Christian doesn’t mean our problems will 
go away.  

•We will have problems – some we cause and some are 
of no fault of our own.

• James’s concern is that we learn to serve God despite 
our problems.



The Epistle of James

• May 1: The Problems of a Servant of Christ

• May 8: James’s Strategy for Dealing with Problems



Take Away from Week 2:

James Gives us A Strategy for Dealing with Problems . . . 

•Accept Problems as a Servant’s Way of Life

•Understand the Problem 

• See the Problem as Joy 

• Endure the Problem

•Ask for Wisdom KEY!



The Epistle of James

• May 1: The Problems of a Servant of Christ

• May 8: James’s Strategy for Dealing with Problems

• May 15: Pure and Undefiled Worship – 5 Examples

• May 22: Pure and Undefiled Worship – 5 More Examples



Religion (or worship) that is pure and undefiled before God, 
the Father, is this: to care of orphans and widows in their 
distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

Jam 1:9-12
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Everything from Chapter 2 and beyond is James teaching 
us how to live a life of “Pure and Undefiled Worship.”



The 10 Examples of Pure and Undefiled 
Worship in James . . . 
• Be Impartial (2:1-13)

• Produce Good works (2:14-26)

• Speak Words that Bless (3:1-12)

• Sow Seeds of Peace (3:13-4:10)

• Do Not Judge Others (4:11-12)

• Know God is in Control (4:13-17)

• Give Resources to Others (5:1-6)

• Endure until Christ Returns (5:7-11)

• Speak Truth (5:12)

• Pray (5:13-20)
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A Life of Worship is Impartial (2:1-13)



My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really 
believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ?  





Mike McQueary and 
Joe Paterno practiced  

favoritism.



Favoritism is when we choose the best interests 
of the powerful over the powerless.



The Twist



A life of Worship has the kind of faith that 
produces Good works (2:14-26)



A Life of Worship has faith that produces 
good works
• Faith cares for those in need



15 If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food,  16 and one of you 
says to them, "Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill," and yet you 
do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that?  17 So faith 

by itself, if it has no works, is dead.  



A Life of Worship has faith that produces 
good works
• Faith cares for those in need

• Faith is not focused on having a correct theology



Show me your faith apart from your works, and I by my works will show 
you my faith.  19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the 

demons believe-- and shudder.  



A Life of Worship has faith that produces 
good works
• Faith cares for those in need

• Faith is not about having a correct theology

• Faith is obedient to God



21 Was not our ancestor Abraham justified by works when he offered 
his son Isaac on the altar?  



What kind of faith produces good works?

• Faith cares for those in need

• Faith is not about having a correct theology

• Faith is obedience to God

• Faith risks everything to serve God



25 Likewise, was not Rahab the prostitute also justified by works when 
she welcomed the messengers and sent them out by another road?



A Life of Worship has faith that produces 
good works
• Faith cares for those in need

• Faith is not about having a correct theology

• Faith is obedience to God

• Faith risks everything to serve God



A life of Worship Speaks Words that Bless 
(3:1-12)



With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who 
are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing 
and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. (Jam 3:9-

10 NRS)







Words

• God, the Father, spoke creation into being using words. (Gen 1)

• Jesus, the Son of God, is the living word of God who revealed God to 
humanity. (John 1)

• The Holy Spirit is the implanted word of God that gives us wisdom 
and power. (James 1)

• We are the only creatures who can speak in words.



Your Words have power.  
Change your words – change your world!



A Life of Worship Sows 
Seeds of Peace (3:13-4:10)



Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a 
harvest of righteousness.



Peace = Shalom

• Shalom is perfect wholeness that penetrates every part of life and 
society.

• True Shalom can’t exist for me at the expense of you.

• Shalom is where everyone is both served and servant.



A life of Worship Does Not Judge Others 
(4:11-12)



Whoever speaks evil against another or judges another, speaks evil 
against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are 
not a doer of the law but a judge.  12 There is one lawgiver and judge 

who is able to save and to destroy. So who, then, are you to judge your 
neighbor? (Jam 4:11-12 NRS)




